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The Election Process for Community Associations  
WITHOUT ACCLAMATION - SB 323 & SB 754: Effective January 1, 2020; Updated September 2026 

 
≥ 12  days ≥ 90  Days                                                                                    ≥ 60 Days                                 ≥ 30 Days   0  Days                                                                                      ≤ 15 Days 

USE THIS TIMELINE TO CALCULATE YOUR ASSOCIATION’S DEADLINES & IMPORTANT DATES. See below reminders, start with YOUR Annual Meeting / Election Date and work backwards.START HERE *Timeline above is not to scale. 
 

 

Amend Election 
Rules 
Civ. Code § 5105(h) 

Latest: 
90 days before election 

Notice of 
Nominating 
Procedures with 
Deadline 
Civ. Code § 5115(a) 

Latest: 
30 days before deadline 
for submitting nominations or 
90 days before deadline if 
Board might approve 
candidates by 
acclamation (see Election 
Timeline Process with 
Acclamation). 
Include: 
Civ. Code § 5105(c) & (d) 

• Candidate qualifications 

May also include: 
Civ. Code § 5105(e) 

• Statement regarding 
right to IDR 

 
Notice of Voting 
Method 
Civ. Code §5105(i)(4) 

Sent by individual delivery 
at least 30 days before 
deadline to change voting 
method 
Include: current voting 
method, email address on 
file for electronic voting, 
explanation of opt in/opt 
out process as applicable, 
and deadline to opt in/opt 
out as applicable 

Nomination 
Deadline 
Civ. Code § 5115(a)(b) 

Earliest: 
30 days after Notice of 
Procedure and Deadline for 
Nominations 

Latest: 
Day the Notice of Meeting 
& Candidate List is 
provided to members 
Appoint or 
Elect Inspector(s) of 
Election 
Latest: 
Before Notice of Meeting 
 
Deadline to 
Change Voting 
Method 
Civ. Code §5105(i)(1)(A) 
at least 90 days before 
election 

Notification of 
Candidate 
Disqualification & 
Opportunity for 
IDR 
Civ. Code § 5105(e) 
Civ. Code § 5900 

Ideally: 
Before Notice of Meeting 
with Candidate List 

Notice of Meeting/ 
Upcoming Vote 
with Candidate List 
Civ. Code § 5115(b) 
Earliest: 
Deadline for Nominations 
Latest: 
30 days before ballot 
mailing 
Must include: 

• Candidate list and date, 
time and physical address 
of meeting location and 
where and when ballots 
are to be returned by 
mail, handed 
to inspector of elections, 
or transmitted to the 
internet-based voting 
system, and instructions 
how to vote electronically 

Prepare 
Voter List & Allow 
Verification of 
Voter Information 
Civ. Code § 5105(a)(7) 

Latest: 
30 days before 
mailing of ballots 

*must identify which members 
will vote by electronic ballot 
and which members will vote 
by written ballot 

Correct Errors in 
Voter List 
Civ. Code § 5105(a)(7) 
Earliest: 
Upon receipt 
Latest:  
2 business days after notice of 
error and prior to ballot 
mailing 

Send Ballots (Mail & 
Electronic) & 
Election Rules 
Mailing/Website 
Post 
Civ. Code § 
5105(g)(4) Civ. Code 
§ 5115(c) 

Earliest: 
30 days after Notice of 
Meeting & Candidate List is 
provided 

Latest: 
30 days before close of 
voting polls 

Important Note: 
• Election rules can be 

posted via website in lieu of 
physical mailing only if “The 
rules governing this 
elect ion may be found 
here (www...)” is 
included on the ballot in 
12pt. type 

• Electronic ballot must 
include instructions on 
how to obtain access to 
voting system and how to 
vote by electronic ballot 

ELECTION DAY: 
Annual Meeting/ 
Meeting to Open & 
Count Ballots 
Civ. Code § 5120 

Date: 
Date set for Annual 
Meeting or other meeting 
to count ballots 
 
Voting Deadline/ 
Close of Polls 
Civ. Code § 5115(b) 

Earliest: 
30 days after ballot 
mailing 
Latest:  
Close of polls by Inspector 
of Election 

 
 
 
Only if permitted and not using 
electronic voting: 
 
Nominations from 
the Floor 
Civ. Code § 5105(g) & (i)(1)(F) 

At the Annual Meeting 
or Reconvened Annual 
Meeting prior to the close 
of voting polls 

 
 
 
 

 
If applicable: 
Reconvened 
Annual Meeting/ 
Reconvened 
Meeting to Open 
& Count Ballots 

Notice of Election 
Results 
Civ. Code § 5120(b) 

Earliest: 
Day ballots are counted 
Latest: 
15 days after ballots are 
counted 

 
 
 
 
 

 

IDENTIFYING YOUR ASSOCIATION’S DEADLINES 

Use timeline above to calculate your 
association’s election dates & deadlines. 
Start early! 
Notify attorney of annual meeting date ASAP. 
Adjustments may be necessary for meetings 
held earlier or later in the month or year. 
Be certain to consider 
weekends/holidays when scheduling. 

DISCLAIMER: The contents provided herein are the suggestions and opinions of Epsten, APC on general legal issues involving California 
community associations and common interest developments. This content is for educational purposes only, is not intended for commercial use 

and may not be relied upon in addressing any specif ic legal issues. Specif ic policies and procedures that your association, management company 
and/or law firm have developed may differ and may fully satisfy all applicable laws. Copyr ight 2026 by EPSTEN, APC, unless otherwise indicated. These 

mater ials may not be reproduced or distr ibuted without express permission of Epsten, APC. Updated 9.2026 
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